The Basque Farm House

Euskal Herriko Baserria
argazki erakusketa

The exposition is a sample of the architecture found in
the type of traditional Basque dwelling known as the
Caserio Vasco, and is suggestive of the strength,
enthusiasm and the enterprising capacity of the Basque
people.
The Caserio Vasco has undergone numerous variations
between the 16th century and our days, but has always
maintained certain common elements: the ones located
in the region of Zuberoa tend to be very austere, closedin, lacking in ornamentation and with smooth rocks on
the facade, while the ones found in Las Encartaciones
(Bizkaia) are quite open, with balconies stretching along
their entire length and very elaborate structures of wood
and masonry found at the ends.
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Although some opinions suggest otherwise, these
buildings are not poor or popular constructions. On the
contrary, they were built with the most advanced
techniques known in each period, as demonstrated by
the manner of working the stone and the wood, two of
their most basic elements.
Generally, in the oldest dwellings, the ground floor was
occupied by the kitchen and bedrooms, separate from
the stable area, although all these elements were in very
close proximity. However, with the passage of time, the
living quarters came to occupy the first floor. Many
variations exist in this format.
The typology of the main entrance is also diverse: in
regions close to the sea, due to the more mild climate,
the entryway is an open space understood to be a meeting
place, while in the area of the Pyrenees, there is no such
space.
The roof is gabled, with the ridge being perpendicular to
the facade and with a southern orientation. Here we also
find variations: in the part of Zuberoa closer to the
Pyrenees, they have double slopes because of the
snowfall. In the area of Carranza, near Cantabria, the
roof can have up to three slopes.
The way that the wood frameworks are treated is another
very characteristic point that can be appreciated in this
exhibit. In Goizueta (Navarre) these works take on
maximum importance, as their construction coincided
with times of economic plenty.
The exposition reflects all of these characteristics, helping
to broaden the visitor's understanding of this type of
construction as a whole.
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1. Luiando. Alava

8. Aranguren
Orozko. Bizkaia

2. Murga. Alava

9. Isuntxa Goikoa
Berriz. Bizkaia

3.lzaga
Okondo. Alava

10. Garbala. Benavarra

4. Delica. Alava

11. Antxieta
Azpeitia. Gipuzkoa

5. Elorrio. Bizkaia

12. Obietaberri
Deba. Gipuzkoa

6. Landetxo Goikoa
Mungia. Bizkaia

13. Loidi Azpikoa
Errezil. Gipuzkoa

7. Errementarikoa
Zeberio. Bizkaia

14. Igartubeiti
Ezkio-Itsaso. Gipuzkoa

15. Udaletxe
Ezkio-Itsaso. Gipuzkoa

22. Irurita. Navarra

16. Haraneder
Azkain. Lapurdi

23. Jaudenea
Goizueta. Navarra

17. Ortillopitz
Sara. Lapurdi

24. Urrutinea
Goizueta. Navarra

18. Gaztanbidea
Senpere. Lapurdi

25. Roncal. Navarra

19. Sara. Lapurdi

26. Garralda. Navarra

20. Jauregia
Donamaria. Navarra

27. Viodos. Zuberoa

21. Jauregizarra
Urrotz. Navarra

28. Etchart. Zuberoa

