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Basque whalers travelled to the North Atlantic hunting 
grounds and developed a simplified way of communication 
with the native people of Iceland and of North America. 
They used a basic language called pidgin. 

SPEAKERS

Basque-Icelandic Pidgin
Siru Laine  

Multilingual professional translator from Finland, BA in 
Icelandic and MA in Translation Studies from the University 
of Iceland, Reykjavík.   

Basque-Amerindian Pidgin
Peter Baker

Associate professor in the School of Communication and 
Culture, Aarhus University, Denmark. Linguist in the field of
pidgins, creoles, mixed languages and contact-induced 
language change.
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