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The Smithsonian’s Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage is pleased to announce its outreach for 
self-funded individuals and groups for participation in the 2016 Smithsonian Folklife Festival program 
Basque: Innovation by Culture. 
 
The Smithsonian Folklife Festival has been held annually on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. 
since 1967. This year, the Festival is scheduled for Wednesday June 29 to Monday July 4, and 
Thursday July 7 to Sunday July 10. Past Festivals have brought together sets of practitioners in 
programs featuring the cultural traditions of countries such as Kenya, China or Peru, or on projects 
ranging from Endangered Languages, Masters of the Building Arts, or the Peace Corps. Through the 
presentation of music and dance, arts and crafts, storytelling, food, and more, the Festival creates a 
unique forum for discussion between and among the public, presenters, and the featured artists. 
Drawing attendance from all over the country and the world, the Festival creates a rare opportunity 
to connect individuals who often share much but may never otherwise meet. The daily program runs 
from 11 a.m. until 5:30 p.m., with special events beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
 
To learn more about Basque: Innovation by Culture, and other 2016 Smithsonian Folklife Festival 
programs, visit us at www.festival.si.edu. Engage with us further on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 

 

Prospective Participants 

 
This year, presentation spaces at the Festival will include: 
 

 A formal music and dance venue with stage and dance floor for musical, dance, and poetry 
performances and workshops 

 A variety of informal spaces in and around the park grounds for music and dance groups to 
perform, process, and hold singalongs 

 A constructed fronton (size still to be determined) suitable for sports, in addition to language, 
music, and dance presentations 

 Cooking and food demonstration areas, both indoors and outdoors 

 Craft and occupation demonstration areas 

 A narrative stage for thematic discussions and panels 

 A family area with activities geared towards younger visitors 

http://www.folklife.si.edu/
http://www.festival.si.edu/


 

If you or your community, group, or club wishes to perform or provide a demonstration, we want to 
hear from you. Please let us know of your interest in participating with a brief but thoughtful 
overview of: 
 

1) The title of your group or project 
2) The number of members required for performance or demonstration 
3) A summary of your project; with regard to the presentation spaces at the Festival, describe in 

what ways you feel you could best contribute 
4) Indicate your preferred days of attendance over the course of the two weeks (6/29 to 7/4 and 

7/7 to 7/10), ideally of at least a 3-5 day period 
 
We are looking for context-rich projects whose members can bring a variety of skills and knowledge. 
We hope to include as many interested groups as scheduling allows, but our spaces are limited by the 
Festival facilities, grounds, and programmatic themes. Moreover, although we cannot provide 
compensation for travel or participant services, if you elect, we do extend a reduced hotel rate at the 
Key Bridge Marriott in Arlington, Virginia, and free transportation between the hotel and the Festival. 
 

Presenters 
 

In addition to participants, we are also searching for presenters. These are individuals who are 
preferably bilingual in Euskara (Basque) and English, and serve in an MC capacity. They are 
enthusiastic about interacting with large public groups to introduce performers, pose questions and 
translate answers, and generally encourage rich interactive discussion. If this brings anyone to mind, 
please let us know their name, specialty, and how we may get in touch with them. 
 
The Smithsonian Folklife Festival welcomes your queries and suggestions in regard to participants and 
presenters, and we look forward to hosting the Basque Program this summer 2016. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The 2016 Smithsonian Folklife Festival, Basque Program Team 
 
Contact: 
 
Greyson Harris 
Community Engagement Manager 
Email: HarrisGl@si.edu 
Telephone: (202) 633-6525 

http://www.folklife.si.edu/
mailto:HarrisGl@si.edu

